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At a Court for Charles City County the seventh day of No- 
vember 1781. The aforewritten last will and testament of David 
Minge deceased was in open Court proved by the oaths of 
Thomas Harwood and James New two of the witnesses thereto; 
a codicil to the said will annexed was also proved by the oaths of 
Thomas Harwood and John Harwood witnesses thereto and or- 
dered to be recorded and are truly recorded. And upon the mo- 
tion of Christiana Minge executrix therein named who made oath 
thereto according to Law, certificate is granted her for obtain- 
ing a probat thereof in due form she giving security. Where- 
upon she together with John Tyler, William Christian, Henry 
Armistead, and William Green Munford her securities, entered 
into and acknowledged their bond in the penalty of fifteen hun- 
dred thousand pounds current money, with such condition as the 
law in this case directs. Teste Mord: Debnam C. C. A copy 
teste Wyatt Walker C. C. A copy teste Ant y Robinson C. C. 
D. C. W. 



TYLER FAMILY OF ESSEX, SPOTSYLVANIA AND 
CAROLINE COUNTIES. 

In the records of the General Court preserved in the Virginia 
Historical Society, it is stated that John Smith, of "Purton," in 
Gloucester county, Va., was agent, in 1674, for Mr. Richard 
Tyler, of London, who had lands there by the courtesy of En- 
gland. It was probably this Richard Tyler, or his son, of the 
same name, that was found living in Essex county, Va., in 1691. 

1. Richard 1 Tyler married Susannah, and his will was 
proved in Essex county in 1734. He had issue named in his will: 
(2) Richard, (3) John, (4) William, (5) Mary, married Captain 
James Boughan, justice and sheriff of Essex county; (6) 
Susannah. 

2. Richard 2 Tyler (Richard 1 ) lived in Essex county, where 
he was a justice of the peace, major of the militia, etc. He made 
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a marriage contract in 1724 with, first, Catherine, widow of 
Thomas Montague, who died about 1720.* He married, secondly, 

Anne — . His will, dated October 21, 1761, proved in Essex 

county November 16, 1761, mentions wife Anne, daughter 
Franky, wife of Robert Cole; grandsons William Gatewood and 
his brother, Philemon, and Anne, daughter of Abraham Monta- 
gue; directs that his negroes be equally divided among the sur- 
viving children of Richard Gatewood and leaves a legacy to 
Elizabeth, daughter of John and Catherine Corrie. William 
Tyler, Richard Tyler and William Montague qualified as 
executors. 

Issue of Richard 2 Tyler: (7) Anne, married Robert Cole, and 
had Catherine, who married her cousin, Richard Tyler; Jane and 
Lucy, and a daughter, who married her cousin, Philemon Gate- 
wood. (8) , daughter, married Richard Gatewood, and 

had William, Philemon and other children. 

3. John 2 Tyler (Richard 1 ) lived in Essex county, where he 
married, and where his will, dated December 20, 1757, was 
proved March 21, 1758. It mentions six daughters — Catty, Mary 
Anne, Hannah, Betty, Susannah and Frances; brother, Richard 
Tyler, and Archibald McCall made executors. According to the 
family account of Robert Anderson, Esq., of Williamsburg (see 
Quarterly, XII., p. 120), John Tyler, of Essex, married 
Frances Graves, daughter of William Graves, and had five daugh- 
ters (probably a sixth, "Catty," in John Tyler's will, died un- 
married) : (9) Molly, who married Mr. Hammond, of Georgia, 
and left issue: (Senator Hammond, of South Carolina is said to 
have been a descendant). (10) Hannah, born December 25, 
1750, who married February 8, 1766; James Anderson, of Glou- 
cester, who was born January 24, 1740, and died in Williamsburg 
in September, 1798. They had issue: (i.) William Anderson, 



* Thomas Montague was the son of William Montague, who was son 
of Peter and grandson of Peter the emigrant. Catherine Montague was 
before her marriage widow of Thomas Montague, and of William Young. 
(Essex County Records.) 
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married Nancy Lowry, of Norfolk county; (ii.) John Tyler An- 
derson, married Nancy Jackson and was drowned in Hampton 
Roads; (Hi.) Leroy, married first, Nancy Shields, of Philadelphia, 
and, secondly, Hannah Wright Southgate, of Richmond; (iv.) 
Nancy, married George Camp, of Norfolk Borough; (v.) 
James; (vi.) Julia, died young; (vii.) Henry, married his cousin, 
Sarah Williamson, of Powhatan county; (viii.) Robert, born 1781, 
married Helen Maxwell Southall, widow of Peyton Southall, of 
Williamsburg. (11) Betty, who married Mr. Williamson, of 
Georgia, and left descendants in that State. (12) Susannah, or 
Sukey, who married Mr. Winter, of Georgia, and left descend- 
ants. (12) Frances, who married Mr. George Whitefield, of 
Georgia, and left children. After the death of his wife Frances, 
Mr. Whitefield visited Virginia, and died at the house of Mrs. 
Esther Crump, a widow lady, in Williamsburg. His eldest son, 
George, resided for a short time in Virginia. 

4. William 2 Tyler (Richard 1 ) moved to Caroline county, 
as i- proved by an entry in the records of Essex county, February 
3, 1749, which recites that "William Tyler, of Caroline county," 
has bargained and sold to Joseph Dunn one hundred acres of 
land lying in South Farnham Parish, Essex county. The land is 
described as adjoining that of John Tyler, and "as being the place 
on which James Boughan now lives." The land sold was undoubt- 
edly part of that which William Tyler inherited from his father, 
Richard Tyler. (See Letters and Times of the Tylers, Vol III., 
226.) William Tyler is the ancestor of all members of this par- 
ticular family, bearing the Tyler name, as his brothers, Richard 
and John, left no sons. William Tyler died in Caroline county 
in 1767, and must have been father of 13. William Tyler, of Car- 
oline county, who was administrator of his estate, and of 14. 
Richard Tyler, of Caroline county, who with his wife, Catherine, 
made a deed in 1784 for 200 acres in Spotsylvania county. (Car- 
oline and Spotsylvania County Records, Letters and Times of the 
Tylers, Vol. III.) He had also 15. a daughter, who married 
Henry Terrell (born January 29, 1735), moved to Kentucky in 
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1787, and died in 181 1. (Quarterly, XVI., 287.) In the Caro- 
line records the will of Catherine Tyler, wife of Richard Tyler 
above, was probated Aug. 12, 1816, and she mentions as legatees, 
kinsman Richard Keeling Tyler, George Tyler, Nancy Hewlett, 
Kemp Gatewood, Kemp Evans; nieces Kitty Mickelborough, 
Dorothy and Mary Evans; sisters Jane and Lucy Cole, sister 
Frances Smith, brother Philemon Gatewood, kinsmen George 
and Charles Terrell Richard Keeling Tyler and Philip Redd 
executors. 

13. William 3 Tyler (William, 2 Richard 1 ) was one of the 
justices of the peace of Caroline county in; 1767 (Order Book), 
and was clerk of the county in 1771, as shown by the Virginia 
Gazette. He married Elizabeth Keeling, daughter of Richard 
Keeling, and had six sons and three daughters: (16) George; 
(17) John, died, it is believed, without issue; (18) Richard Keel- 
ing; (19) William; (20) Henry; (21) Thomas; (22) Elizabeth; 
(23) Maria; (24) Catherine. In Caroline county January, 1772, 
Walker Taliaferro, John Minor, Roger Quarles and Carr Mc- 
Ghee, or any three of them, were required to divide the estate 
devised the children of William Tyler, gentleman, by Richard 
Keeling,f deceased, agreeably to the decendent's will and make 
report to this court. 

16. George 4 Tyler (William, 3 William, 2 Richard 1 ) (born in 
J 755) and John Tyler, his brother, were recommended by the 
court of Caroline county to the Governor for commission, respec- 
tively, as second lieutenant and ensign in Captain Roger Quarles' 
Company of militia. He was known as "Captain Tyler," and 
resided at "River Bend," in Spotsylvania. In the Richmond 
Enquirer is the following notice : "Another Revolutionary officer, 
on Friday, 18th January, 1833, Captain George Tyler, died at his 
residence, in Spotsylvania county, aged seventy-eight years. He 

f Richard Keeling was evidently the son of Captain George Keeling, 
who was vestryman of Blissland Parish, in New Kent county, about 1725. 
(Blissland Parish Vestry Book at the Episcopal Theological Seminary, 
near Alexandria.) 
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married in early life and raised eleven children." In 1884 Hon. 
George Tyler, who represented Caroline in the Legislature, in 
1861 wrote to the compiler of this account that his great-grand- 
father (William Tyler) lived and died in Caroline. He had three 
sons, who, during the Revolution, organized and equipped a com- 
pany and were the captains, first and second lieutenants of it. 
Captain George Tyler, his grandfather, cammanded a regiment 
at Yorktown as colonel, though not commissioned as such. He 
added: "I am the oldest representative of the name in this sec- 
tion, and trust that a name so identified with the history of the 
country is not destined to die out or even be diminished in the 
coming century. I live near Woodford in an old continental 
brick house about 130 years old, furnished in old English style." 
(Letters and Times of the Tylers, I., p. 50.) In the Spotsylvania 
County Order Book, 1829-1832, proof is recorded of George 
Tyler, "an active and efficient officer of the Revolution, who died 
January 17, 1833." 

Captain George Tyler married Judith Terrell, and had issue 
eleven children, who were as follows : (25) William, married 
Jane Scott, moved to Missouri, and died in St. Louis county. He 
had a son, William Scott Tyler, whose widow married second 
time, Joseph A. Wherry, and is now living at 308 Benton 
Avenue, Marshall, Mo. (26) Elizabeth, married Jordan Pleas- 
ants, of Henrico county. (27) Richard, married Miss Herndon. 
(28) Judith, married Robert Goodwin. (29) Sarah, married 
Herndon, went to Kentucky. (30) Kitty, married Dr. Durrett, 

of Richmond county, Va. (31) Nancy, married Stevens, 

went to Missouri, and her daughter married her cousin, Henry 
Tyler, lived in Saline county, Mo. (32) George, married a Dur- 
rett, of Richmond county. (33) Henry. (34) John, father of 
the late Major Joseph Tyler, of Bluefield, W. Va., and George 
Tyler, of Waco, Tex., (35) Thomas, who died unmarried at an 
advanced age. 

33. Henry 5 Tyler (George, 4 William, 3 William, 2 Richard 1 ) 
married Lucinda Coleman, daughter of Spencer Coleman, of 
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Louisa county,:}: and lived first at "Blenheim," in Caroline county, 
and afterwards in Missouri. Issue: (36) George. (37) Spen- 
cer, who married Barbara Goodwin, and had: (i.) George G. ; 
(ii.) Lucien L. ; (iii.) Hardinia; (iv.) Lucinda; (v.) Huldah 
Ann (vi.)' Spencer C. (38) Elizabeth, who married her first 
cousin, Robert H. Coleman, and had: (i.) John, married Mary 
Orr; (ii.) Mollie H., married her cousin, Dr. Robert G. Cole- 
man; (iii.) Elizabeth J., married Paul Lynds; (iv.) Robert G. ; 
(v.) Eugene; (vi.) Julia. (39) John, d. s. p., after crossing the 
Platte River, rescuing a friend. (40) Patrick Henry. (41) 
Robert, married Mary Larimore, of Calloway county, Mo., and 
had children: (i.) William and Henry, twins; (ii.) Joe Johnson; 
(iii.) Robert H, Jr., (iv.) Spencer; (v.) Mary; (vi.) Lucy. 
(42) Huldah, married Hon. Edmund A. Nickerson, of War- 
rensburg, Mo., and had issue: (i.) Bettie, unmarried; (ii.) 
Lucy, married S. N. Wilson, Lexington, Mo.; (iii.) Kitty, 
unmarried; (iv.) Edmunda married Paul Brokaw, of St. 
Louis, Mo. (42) William Elliott, who died in the War 
for Southern Independence. (43) Henry P., married Ophelia 
Stevens, his cousin, Saline county, Mo. Issue (i.) William; (ii.) 
Lucy; (iii.) Georgie. When Missouri was admitted as a slave 
State, in 1820, Henry Tyler gave his home, "Blenheim," in Caro- 
line county, to his eldest son, George, and moved there with his 
slaves. The family settled in St. Louis county, where they still 
reside. 

35. George' Tyler (Henry," George,* William,* William,* 
Richard 1 ) continued to live in Caroline county at "Blenheim. ,: 
He was a leading citizen, and served in the State Legislature with 
credit. He married four times : First, Jane De Jarnette, by whom 
he had one child, died in infancy; second, Eliza Hoge, daughter 
of General James Hoge, of Pulaski, by whom he had one son, J. 
Hoge Tyler, who served in the State Senate and was Lieutenant- 

% Lucinda Coleman was descended from Major James Goodwin, of 
York county, whose pedigree is taken back into England. See "Goodwin 
Family" in Supplement to William and Mary Quarterly, October, 1897. 
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Governor and Governor of Virginia, being the third Tyler who 
filled that station. He married Sue M. Hammet, and has issue. 
Hon. George Tyler married third, Jane Quisenberry, of Caro- 
line, and had two children: (i.) George William Tyler, who mar- 
ried Mary Stuart Carter; (ii.) Nannie Brown, married John 
Washington, superintendent of schools for Caroline county 
(1910). George Tyler married, fourth, Julia Magruder, of Albe- 
marle county, and had issue: (i.) Henry Magruder, attorney-at- 
law of Richmond, Va., married Mary Adams Taylor; (ii.) Julia 
Magruder, married James Armistead Otey; (iii.) Lucinda Cole- 
man, unmarried; (iv.) Evelyn, married John J. Miller; (v.) 
John Tyler, unmarried; (vi.) William Elliot, married Burnley 
Redd. 

17. Richard 4 Keeling Tyler (William, 3 William, 8 Rich- 
ard 1 ) was born October 27, 1760, at the old Tyler homestead, 
near Chilesburg, Caroline county, Va. He married Mary Cluvc- 
rius Duke, born in Hanover county August 3, 1767, and had 
issue: (32) William; (23) John Duke; (34) Mary Cluverius. 
The entire family migrated to Tennessee in 1818. William and 
Richard Keeling Tyler moved thence to Kentucky, where each 
has descendants. John Duke Tyler died in Montgomery county, 
Tenn., May 20, i860. He was father of Judge C. W. Tyler, of 
Clarksville, Tenn. Mary Cluverius Tyler married H. C. Mock- 
bee and left one child, Mary Cluverius, who died unmarried. 

English Ancestry. 
John Tyler, of Virginia, President of the United States, statedj in 
one of his letters that it was a tradition that his original Tyler ancestor, 
Henry Tyler, of York county, Va. (born 1604), came from Shropshire, 
in England. There is reason to believe that probably the ancestor of 
more than one Virginia Tyler family came from that county in England. 
Thomas Tyler, Sr., and Thomas Tyler, Jr., obtained patents for land in 
Spotsylvania county, Va., and on March 5, 1727, Thomas Tyler, of St. 
George's Parish, Spotsylvania county, Va., deeded 500 acres patented by 
said Thomas, June 30, 1726, to "Charles Tyler in Great Britain, Salop 
county (Shropshire) and Hopton Wafers Parish." These Tylers cannot 
be placed in the text above, and appear to have been recent immigrants 
to Virginia. Enquiry in England received a most obliging reply from the 
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Rev. Prebendary James Payton, Hopton Wafers Rectory, Cleobury-Mor- 
timer, Salop. By his letter it would appear that no register of Hopton 
Wafers exists earlier than 1660, but the following appears from the reg- 
isters extant: Thomas and Anne Tyler had issue: (1) Ann, born 1715, 
who married Thomas Norcutt in 1737; (2) Thomas, born 1718; (3) 
Samuel, born 1720; died 1801, married Eliza Goff, in 1775 (she died in 
1799, aged eighty), and had William, baptized and buried in 1755. The 
Charles Tyler of the deed was probably a brother of Thomas Tyler, of 
Hopton Wafers, who emigrated. The register shows that he married 
Anne Marond and had Charles, born in 1716. This second Charles may 
have been father of William Tyler, born 1750, in King William county, 
Va. adjoining Spotsylvania county). He had a son Charles, who was an- 
cestor of Mrs. Dinette Tyler Earle, now of Baltimore. (See Letters and 
Times of the Tylers, III., 223.) It is possible that the TyleDs of Hopton 
Wafers may have originally come from another parish in Shropshire called 
"Middle" ; for in connection with this parish Mr. W. I. Tyler Brigham 
found the following estates: Richard' Tyler Middle, 1606, and Thomas 
Tyler Middle, 1633. Official Report of the Fifth American Tyler Family 
Reunion, page 32. 

Captain George Tyler's Certificate. 
Order Book 1832 to 1839, page 180. 

At a Court held for Spotsylvania County this 2nd, day of June, 1834. 

Robert G. Coleman appeared in Court, and being sworn according to 
law, states that he is well acquainted with the late George Tyler and that, 
according to the report and belief in the neighborhood, he was" reputed 
and believed to have been an active and efficient Officer in the War of the 
Revolution, and in that belief he concurs. 

And the Court doth order it to be certified that the said Robert G. 
Coleman is a Minister of the Gospel. 

A Copy — Teste : T. A. Harris, Clerk, 

Order Book 1832 to 1839, page 216. 

At a Court held for Spotsylvania County on the 6th, day of October, 
1834- 

The Court doth certify that from an examination of witnesses called 
before them and sworn, and that in their own opinion and in that of the 
neighborhood that the late George Tyler was always considered to have 
been an Officer of the Revolution. 

A Copy— Teste: T. A. Harris, Clerk. 



